MARY FEEHAN CUP 

SEMI-FINAL

Sunday 18th April 2009

Holloway Gaels 
01:03

Tara 


01:09

Holloway Gaels and Tara Ladies faced each other for the first time this season in the Semi Final of the Mary Feehan Cup on Sunday 18th April last.  

The match was played in perfect conditions at Tir Conaill Gaels pitch in Greenford. It was a great opportunity for both teams to blow away the off season cobwebs and get the measure of each other in what was the first of at least three meetings the sides will have this season. 

Both teams fielded strong and balanced sides with Tara probably having the edge in experience and guile – naming several All-Ireland winning London players in their starting 15. However, the first 10 minutes was fast paced and fluid with both teams enjoying equal possession and equal opportunities in front of goal. Tara were the first to score – a point from close range  which settled their forwards and triggered a confidence that allowed them to follow up with 2 more unanswered points in the subsequent 10 minutes.

Holloway’s first score came from full-forward Michelle Kerley who fielded a high ball ahead of Linda Lodge and turned sharply to shoot the ball over the bar from 30 yards out.  

The game was tight all over the field in this first half and each ball was contested frantically by both sets of players.  The Holloway defence were impressive as a unit and, capably led by Nicky Fitzgerald, kept the threatening Bree White and Marie Joyce at bay for long periods.  Both sides however were wasteful in front of goal and will certainly aim to improve in this area as the year rolls on.  

Half-time score: 
Tara 0:05 
Holloway 0: 02

An ankle injury to Holloway corner back Helen Sammon late in the first half upset the rhythm of team somewhat but she emerged in goal for the second period allowing Ciara Holland to resume her more familiar role at corner forward. Holloway started with renewed enthusiasm and took the lead with a well taken goal – again by the lively Michelle Kerley. This was followed by a neat point by midfielder Eimear Stewart – a fitting end to a  fluid passage of passing and running all the way from the full back line by the Holloway girls.  Five minutes later an almost certain goal was cleared off the goal line with a brave sliding sweep from Tara centre back Anne Murphy.

With eight minutes remaining, Holloway were leading and looked to be fitter and sharper than their West London opponents. But Tara didn’t panic and showed their superior experience by calmly switching to a possession game, with plenty of passing and running, which frustrated the Holloway midfield and half-back line.  An ankle injury to the effective Holloway mid-fielder Eimear Stewart ended her involvement in the game at 50 minutes leaving Holloway with only 14 players.  This was a major blow and immediately altered the flow of the contest.

With the extra player Tara were able to string together a brace of points from close range to retake the lead.  The final blow for Holloway came with less than five minutes remaining.  Full back Linda Lodge broke up an attack deep in her own half and carried the ball superbly for 50 yards before laying a precise pass to the waiting Sue Harding who shot low under Helen Sammon to seal the win.

This was a physical and exciting contest and both sides were spirited and committed to the end. Holloway showed that they mean business as a Senior team. With new players and a new coach in Paul Maher there is a freshness and eagerness in their attitude which they will hope to cultivate for the big occasions later in the season. Both teams will relish their next meeting in the Championship in June. 

Tara will now proceed to play either Parnell’s or Fr. Murphy’s in the Mary Feehan Cup final.

Referee: Beano Collins

Final Score: 
Tara 


01:09



Holloway Gaels

01:03

